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On December 11-13, 1915, the 
“City of Brotherly Love” mourn- 
ed officially the victims of the 
Armenian Genocide. The his- 
toric event is documented by this 
picture which depicts the en- 
trance of the City Hall of Phila- 
delphia, PA. (Photo courtesey of 
Mrs. Mariam Davidian) 


G. H. Chopourian 


Much is said and done often which 
weaken or destroy belief in religion. 
Some of what is said and done is in the 
honest search for truth and its validation. 
For instance, consider what science 
deals with. Science approaches problems 
in a systematic manner. It observes 
phenomena, guesses at an answer or 
theorizes, tests the guess by an experi- 
ment, observes the result and reaches a 
conclusion. This approach, called the 
“scientific method? leads people to 
misguided convictions that only what is 
observable and testable can be believed. 
Consequence? The weakening of faith 
since faithis not open to experimentation. 
As another instance, let us consider the 
scholarly study of the Bible. Necessary as 
it is, the practice was taken to extremes 
by many critical students of the Scrip- 
tures. The criticisms concentrated upon 
contradictions of dates, names of authors, 
words, repetitions. The scholars failed to 
pay sufficient attention to the valuable 
answers the Scriptures provide to com- 
plex human needs. This was because 
they were preoccupied with externals 
such as language, structures, questions. 
Their honest efforts to understand the 
Scriptures created much doubt and con- 
fusion in the minds of the believing Chris- 
tian and glee among the others. 
The third example is the damaging 
charge by communists: “Religion is the 
opium of the people” As a result, a 


political system was created in which the 
teaching of religion is prohibited today. 
This “godless” system allowed anti-god 
propaganda while prohibiting the public 
proclamation of the existence of God. 

These were developments of the mid- 
19th and 20th centuries. They caused, 
in the words of one writer, the “Shaking 
of the Foundations” 

But — deep down, man realizes he is 
finite. He is bound by that limitation. He 
can't change it. As a result, his limited 
nature has kept him in doubt of himself 
and of the future. Therefore, b&th intend- 
ed and unintended efforts to kill his hope 
and faith have failed miserably. He knows 
he cannot live forever! Voltaire, it is said, 
recanted of his atheism by a written state- 
ment made in bed before his death. 


What can man do? Some persons take 
on an attitude of complacency. In their 
state of self-satisfaction, they become 
unaware of dangers that might face them. 
Others concede they cannot do anything 
about their lives and live in a hopeless 
condition. Still others defy all belief and 
rebel. A fourth attitude is one of humble 
acceptance of God's providence. Such 


The human soul knows and 
yearns for God just as the 
physical body thirsts for 
water and hungers for 
bread. 


ee he 

feel assured of eternal existence. They 
therefore are fearless, full of courage, 
positive in outlook. 

There are other alternatives, but the 
four attitudes or positions described cover 
the major responses man makes towards 
life. 

Now for a couple of observations 
which lead to the conclusion that both 
converted and nominal Christians come 
down on their knees on Easter Sunday. 
They understand their “limitedness” and 
humbly consider the alternative. 

A survey of churches in free and com- 
munist countries demonstrates that 
religion is-not the “opium of the people.” 
In a city of one million in a communist 

country, I found only three to five chur- 


FAITH TAKES WINGS AT EASTER 


— G. H. Chopourian 


ches in active service. But, those in at- 
tendance at these churches were devout 
Christians. Each one interviewed testified 
that all else than Christ was “sinking sand” 
Not only that, but it was revealed that 
hundreds of thousands had not “kneel- 
ed to Baal} practicing their Christian faith 
in quietness and solitude. The human 
soul knows and yearns for God just as the 
physical body thirsts for water and 
hungers for bread. 

In a similar town in a free country, | 
turned to the yellow pages of a telephone 
directory and found that the city of one 
million had close to 2,000 churches listed 
under “churches.” The members: men of 
science, law, medicine, engineering, ar- 
chitecture, painters, factory workers and 
ordinary laborers. Left alone, unbridled, 
free men are searching their souls and 
leaning on the eternal. They were taking 
shelter underneath the “Everlasting 
Arms.” 

I have watched church attendance on 
ordinary Sundays. The record is very 
poor. Average attendance appears to be 
only 25 to 30 percent of the total church 
membership. 

On Easter Sunday, churches are 
jammed full. 

Why? 

On Easter Sunday, man is faced with 
the reality of his finiteness. 

Then, he faces the reality of the emp- 
ty tomb. 

In the victory of the resurrected Lord, 
man sees the possibility of his “infinite- 
ness.” 

Once again, man believes and 
assurance follows. 

Easter does that. It puts wings on faith. 

Let's make Easter a daily event in our 
lives, 


IF YOU HAVE RECEIVED 

MORE THAN ONE COPY 

OF THE AMAA NEWS — 

If you have received more than 
one copy of the AMAA News, 


please excuse us. Sometimes a 
duplicate copy is sent in spite of our 
best efforts to avoid it. If you did 
receive an extra copy, will you pass 
it along to a friend? Thank you. 


modern Armenia. 


and sightseeing in all cities visited. 


140 Forest Avenue 
Paramus, NJ 07652 
Telephone: (201) 265-2607, 265-2608 


A Great Opportunity to Visit 
The Land of Our Ancestors 


THE AMAA IS ORGANIZING AND 
SPONSORING ITS SECOND 


TOUR OF ARMENIA 


SEPTEMBER 3-18, 1986 . na 
Take this opportunity of a lifetime! Visit Etchmiadzin; the Martyrs’ Ss sages a ; ity 
: Lake Sevan; Khor Virab; 2 
istori , Art Gallery and Madenataran of Yerevan; La Pilija: 
ae eae te: Baptist Church of Yerevan. Experience the sights and sounds of historic and 


You will also visit Lenigrad, Moscow and Gdansk. 


i tickets 
Tour cost includes expenses for air and land travels, first class hotels, three meals daily, theater ti 


For reservation and/or information on tour itinerary and cost, write or call: 
Armenian Missionary Association of America 


Fhe Inspirational Corner 


THE ARMENIAN GENOCIDE 


The world must know of our grief and pain. . . 
No longer silent should we remain. . . 
Armenians we, no longer should hide, 

The unknown truth of our genocide. 

This genocide great, of our nation small, 

By the wanton Turk who conquered all. 
They ravaged our homes, our land, our lifes 
They marched us to death in hunger and strife. 
They raped our women, and land, to the core. 
Murdered young men defenseless in war; 

Men of great honour, or humble in deed, 
“Death to them all” was the mad Turkish creed. 
What was our crime? — if question we must, 
The earth was our life, in God was our trust. 
This was our “guilt”. our great desolation; 


; : rmenian nation. ; 
Still we live, our A — Pauline Kourian Vick 


FROM THE DESERT OF BABYLON 
TO THE DESERT OF DER-ZOR .. . 


THE VISION OF RESURRECTION 
(EZEKIEL 37: 1-14) 


The hand of the Lord was upon me, and he brought ue 
out by the Spirit of the Lord, and set me down in the mids 
of the valley; it was full of bones. And he led me round ameng 
them; and behold, there were very many upon the valley; 


and lo, they were very dry. And he said to me, 


“Son of man, can these bones live?” , 

And I answered, “O Lord God, thou knowest: 

i id to me, 

ee to these bones, and say to them, O dry bones, 
hear the word of the Lord. Thus says the Lord God to these 
bones: Behold I will cause breath to enter you, and you 
shall live. And will lay sinews upon you, and will cause flesh 
to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath 
in you, and you shall live; and you shall know that I am 
the Lord” 

So I prophesied as I was commanded; and as I prophesied, 
there was a noise, and behold, a rattling; and the bones came 
together, bone to its bone. And as I looked, there were sinews 
on them, and flesh come upon them, and skin had covered 
them; but there was no breath in them. Then he said to me, 

“Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, son of man, and say to 
the breath, Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four 

winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they 

may live” 

So I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath 
came into them, and they lived, and stood upon their feet, 
an exceedingly great host. 

ictaremrapncee and say to them, “Thus says the rae 
God: Behold, I will open your graves, and raise you rom 
your graves, O my people; and I will bring you home into 
the land of Israel. And you shall know that I am the Lord, 
when I open your graves, O my people. And I will put my 


spirit within you, and.you shall live, and | will place you in 
your own land}. sera know that I, the Lord, have 
spoken; andl have done it says the Lord: 


ALLELUIA!) . ALLELUIA! ALLELUIA! 


JOSEPH HAMMALIAN MAKES 
VIOLINS WITH ARTISTRY 


Editor’s Note: We are pleased to 
share with our readers the following arti- 
cle on Mr. Joseph Hammalian of El Toro, 
CA, an outstanding craftsman in the art 
of violin making. The article is written by 
Mayerene Barker and was originally 


featured in. the Los Angeles Times. 


Our Executive and West Coast 
Regional Directors recently had the 
pleasure of visiting with Mr. Hammalian 


whom they described as 


human qualities and distinguished ar- 


tistry. Mr. Hammalian certainly deserves~ 


the admiration, love and respect of our 
community. 


25. ee 
Joseph Hammalian has been called 

“the little old violin maker” Secluded in 

his garage workshop, the retired business- 

man spends countless hours fashioning 
copies of the most famous violins- 

Gureneria, Guadagnini, Ceruit and his 

favorite, Stradivari. He says he is attemp- 

ting to achieve the perfect tone, searching 
for the secret of Stradivari. In all, he has 

fashioned 20 violins (each taking 300 

hours) during the last 12 years. 

When he was a boy taking music 
lessons, he vowed someday to build a 
violin that would rival a Stradivari. “The 
violin | had was a miserable thing” said 
Hammalian. And the teacher's sounded 
so beautiful. But it was an expensive one. 
I knew | couldn’ afford one like hers. So, 
I decided if | couldn't buy one, Id build it” 

Hammalian was not to begin his ex- 
periment with violin making for some 40 
years. The Depression forced him to 

abandon hopes of becoming a profes- 
sional musician to search for a more 
reliable job. 

Over the years, he built a successful 
career in the clothing industry, from 
which he retired in early 1970s. But violin 
making remained in the back of his mind. 
Not far into his clothing career, Ham- 
malian sent away for a book on violin 
making. “That was in 1923, he said. 
“Since then I think I've read every book 
written on violin construction,’ he added. 
His reading led Hammalian to question 
the idea that the only fine violins are 


“a most 
fascinating personality.” As a man of rare 


Mr. Joseph Hammanan and a collection of his hand-made violins that bear the mark of his 
unique artistry. 


those that have been played for hundreds 
of years to reach their full mellowness of 
tone. 

“Possibly, when Stradivari violins were 
made more than 200 years ago, they did 
not sound quite as beautiful as they do 
today,” he observed. “But it is safe to 
assume that at least 90% of their beauty 
and power was present in the original 
violins. 

Hammalian's violins begin with the best 
wood he can find, curly maple for the 
back, sides and neck and spruce or pine 
for the top, all imported from Germany. 
“The pine we get today is not the same 
as the craftsmen used hundreds of years 
ago.” he explained. “It is more brittle and 
lacks the soft, supple quality that is 
desirable for good, sustained tone. But I 
have found a way to treat the wood to 

give it this quality. It makes the wood 
more vibrant. The substance I use is 
made from my own secret formula. It 
contains gum resin from trees” 

Before Hammalian applies the sub- 


stance, he must cut the wood from the 
pattern of the style of violin he is creating, 
then gouge and sand it to a perfect 
thickness. The cut and thickness make 
the difference in sound and tone, he said. 

Then, the violin is glued together and 
the treating and varnishing process 
begins. Three coats of Hammalian’s secret 
substance and eight coats of varnish are 
applied. 

After the strings are added, it takes as 
long as six months to break in the violin 
and to make sure the parts, the glue and 
the varnish are working together to make 
a goodsounding, responsive instrument. 

Until now, Hammalian has refused to 
sell any of his violins, although one was 
used by Varoujan Kodjian, former assis- 
tant concertmaster of the Los Angeles 
Philharmonic Orchestra. 

“To make a violin is not an art in itself 
but to fashion it into a first class instru- 
ment is a great art; Hammalian said. 
“And the maker who attains this goal is 
an artist. This is the goal I hope to attain” 


AMAA PROVIDES $400,000 FOR 
ARMENIAN SCHOOLS THIS YEAR 


The Armenian Missionary Association of 
America has always placed special emphasis 
on its educational projects believing they pro- 
vide a viable ministry to our younger genera- 
tion. It is through education with Christian 
orientation that children and youth could be 
given an opportunity to develop their innate 
potentialities and be prepared to lead dignified, 
self-sufficient and constructive lives. Over the 
years, therefore, the AMAA has generously 
provided for the construction as well as the 
maintenance of numerous schools in the Arme- 
nian diaspora. Extensive help has been given 
especially to educational institutions in the Mid- 
dle East where the Armenian evangelicals 
render a unique educational ministry which 
ranges from kindergarten to college. 


Students of the Armenian Evangelical College of Beirut, Lebanon, 
preparing to attend chapel service. 

For the current 1985-86 academic year, AMAAS total outlay for schools in the United States and overseas is about 
$400,000. Below is a list of those schools that benefit from this generous allocation: 


Number of 
Students 


Name of School Location 


Blepve Collage y..nce ra wane «pas ne Meee So ees Aleppo. Syria te 

Armenian Evangelical Central High School....------++++-> Beirut, Lebanon 172 

Armenian Evangelical Christian Social Center Schoolk....6 ae © Beirut, Lebanon aa 

_ Armenian Evangelica Guertmenian School......+---+++-°> Beirut, Lebanon 1 

Armenian Evangelical Martyrs’ School... ..--- ++ ++ 0550000" Kessab, Syria : 400 
Damascus, Syria 


Armenian Evangelical School... . c+ ie: evinys Gate ae 


a 27 
Armenian Evangelical School........---++ssserrttrre Kokkinia, Greece 


inj 360 
Armenian Evangelical Secondary School......+-++++s0007° ae ae 
Armenian Evangelical Shamlian-Tatigian High School Brut aie o 
Armenian Evangelical Stephen Philibosian Séhooli: Sau: ae Beirut, Lebanon eh 
Armenian Evangelical Peter & Elizabeth Torosian School..... Beirut, Lebanon es 
Armenian Evangelical Yeprem & Martha Philibosian College. . Beirut, Lebanon ra 
Assyrian Evangelical CEROO In oot aes entrees Aleppo, Syria han Ee 
Charlotte & Elise Merdinian Armenian Evangelical School. . . Hollywood, California a 
Haigavian. Collages. ac.s 4) tes seetemorenem Beirut, Lebanon . a 
Sahag-Mesrob Armenian Christian School......---+05++05> Altadena, California aah 
United Armenian Evendelieal Seools. 28 iee ress eres eee Aleppo, Syria 
5615 


Total Number of Students...----- 


vital role of the Armenian-American educational institutions in the preservation 


eciation of the ’ 
oS eee he AMAA also extends assistance to 21 Armenian day schools in the US. and 


of our Armenian Christian heritage, t 


rae BY cade support given to these schools is provided from the annual income of Trust and Endowment Funds 


tablished with the AMAA as well as from the gifts of caring people who are concerned about the education of our 
auth | the propagation of our Armenian Christian heritage. Establish a Fund for U.S. schools. 


AVEDISIAN FAMILY DONATES ORGAN TO THE 
ARMENIAN EVANGELICAL CHURCH OF YEREVAN 


The family of Mrs. Shooshanig Avedi- 
sian of Washington, D.C. has made a 
special gift of an organ to the Armenian 
Evangelical Baptist Church of Yerevan, 
Armenia. The beautiful gift was presented 
by the children of the Avedisian family in 
loving tribute to their mother on the oc- 
casion of her 80th birthday. 

In reflecting on the beautiful act of the 
Avedisian family, Berj Jamgotchian of 
Boston, MA, who was instrumental in the 
shipment of the organ from the United 
States to Yerevan, writes the following: 


“After some discussion with Ed [Ed- 
ward Avedisian], I decided to send an 
organ to the First Arvest School of 
Yerevan, an instrument I had promised 
to that school a year ago. Both organs 
would go together. Ed planned to travel 
with his mother for the dedication in 


Armenia, and I promised to play the 
dedicatory recital. 


‘Today as I look back on those hectic 
days, there were so many people who 
come to mind for all their help. One of 
the outstanding names for this effort was 
that of the Rev. Vartan Hartunian, pastor 
of the first Armenian Church of Belmont. 

“On the evening of December 8, 1985, 

the congregation of the Armenian (Evan- 
gelical) Baptist Church of Yerevan, over- 
flowing out onto the street, thrilled to the 
sounds of the newly installed organ in 
their church, the Shooshanig Avedisian 
Organ! I played the works of Bach and 
Gomidas. Lucineh Zakarian joined with 
mein the dedicatory concert, singing 
American Spirituals, Yegmalian, and 
Sharagans from the Middle Ages. 
Shooshanig Mairig was in the front row, 
in serene joy, with the comfort of her 
faith, and her ‘Hairenik.’ ” 


We salute the Avedisian family for the 
wonderful gift which is not only a lasting 


A DMeRIAM 


Mrs. Shooshanig Avedisian flanked by her 
daughter, Mrs. Zevart Onanian, and AMAA 
Field Director, Rev. M. B. Janbazian. 


tribute to their mother, but a beautiful in- 
strument that will be used for the glory 
of God in our “Hairenik” 


SPONSORS ARE URGENTLY NEEDED TO HELP IN THE 
EDUCATION OF UNDERPRIVILEDGED CHILDREN 


THE NEED IS URGENT! 


SPONSORS ARE NEEDED FOR CHILDREN 


ESPECIALLY IN BEIRUT 


These children are the product of the war-torn condi- 
tions in Lebanon. Some are orphans; others come from 
impoverished families; and still others are children of 
parents who because of inflation and unemployment are 
hardly able to cope with the cost of living and education. 


We have pledged to provide tuition aid to these students 
and we have to raise the necessary funds before the end 


of the current academic year. 


Please help us to make life more promising for these 
children who, through no fault of their own, are the in- 
nocent victims of the 11 year-old war in Lebanon. 


PLEASE HELP TODAY! SPONSOR ONE 


OR MORE CHILDREN. 


An annual contribution of $100.00 will help educate an 


elementary or high school student. 


IN LEBANON 


Gentlemen: 


to sponsor 


C1Cne student 
OThree students 


OPlease bill me 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


CITY 


Fill in the coupon below and mail it today, please. 


ARMENIAN MISSIONARY ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA 
140 Forest Avenue, Paramus, New Jersey 07652 


Yes, I want to invest in the lives of young Armenians. | wish 


CJEnclosed is my sponsorship contribution of $ 


OJPlease send me more information 
CII cannot become a sponsor right now, but I enclose a special 
contribution of $ 


All gifts are fully tax deductible. Make checks payable to the 
Armenian Missionary Association of America, Inc., and mail 
to: AMAA; 140 Forest Avenue, Paramus, New Jersey 07652 


C]Two students 
QO... students 


for underprivileged children. 


STATE ZIP. 


RECOGNITIONS 


RECOGNITIUNS 


JOHN P. MIRAK HONORED BY 
TIME MAGAZINE 


John P. Mirak ye 


TIME Magazine named John P. Mirak 
as a recipient of the 1986 TIME Magazine 
Quality Dealer Award (TMQDA). Mr. 
Mirak and the other recipients of the 
Award were honored at the opening 
business meeting of the National 
Automobile Dealers Association (NADA) 
Convention which was attended by over 
5,000 people involved in the automotive 
industry. 

Mr. Mirak, Chairman of the Board of 
Mirak Chevrolet Co. of Arlington, MA, is 
one of only 67 dealers in the entire na- 
tion nominated for the TIME honor. 

Mr. Mirak who was born in Arabkir, 
(now Turkey), graduated from Malden 
High School. He began his automotive 
career as a repairman. In 1932, he and 
three partners began their own car repair 
business. In 1934, they began selling us- 
ed cars, and in 1936 they received a 
Chevrolet franchise. In 1939 Mirak 
bought out his partners and became sole 
owner. He eventually changed the name 
of the dealership to Mirak Chevrolet. 

Active in community affairs, Mr. Mirak 
has been a member of the Arlington 
Chaniber of Commerce for fifty years. He 
is past director of Family Services of 
Greater Boston, has served on the Arl- 
ington Industrial Redevelopment Board, 
the Massachusetts Educational Assistance 
Board and the Symmes Memorial Hospi- 
tal Board. He is president of the Arme- 
nian Cultural Foundation and is a past 
chairman of the Arlington Chapter of the 


Greater Boston Association for Retarded 
Children. He generously supports Arme- 
nian Charitable and Cultural causes and 
organizations, including the AMAA, to 
which he contributes generously and 
faithfully. 

Mr. Mirak and his wife, Artemis, live in 
Arlington, MA. They have four children 
and five grandchildren. 

Congratulations, Mr. Mirak, and best 
wishes for higher levels of excellence and 
achievements. 


ANTON & ARMEN TORUNIAN 
HONORED 

The First Armenian Evangelical 
Church of Montreal, Canada, honored 
Mr. & Mrs. Anton Torunian of Mont 
Royal, Canada, during a special banquet 
on December 21, 1985. The banquet 
was organized by the Ladies Auxiliary on 
the occasion of the 25th anniversary of 


the Church. 


Mr. Sarkis Hanenian, the Lay Ministe, 
of the Church, expressed the congrega- 
tion's appreciation to Mr. & Mrs. Torunian 
for their many worthy services to the 
Church and community at large, and 
presented them with a commemorative 
plaque of gratitude on behalf of the 


Church. 


Mr. Torunian, who is Director of 
Finance at the Jewish General Hospital 
in Montreal, is a devoted Christian and 
has been the Moderator of the First 
Armenian Evangelical Church of Mon- 
treal ever since its inception in 1960. In 


po ee ee ee 


addition to his church activities, Mr. Toru- 
nian is also involved in community ser- 
vices and programs. He is Secretary- 
Treasurer of Camp Carowanis, a camp 
for diabetic children in Quebec; serves as 
the Treasurer and a founding member of 
the Diabetic Children’s Foundation; and 
is the President of the Kayane Founda- 
tion. 

Mrs. Armen Torunian, a faithful and 
devoted Christian, is an active member 
of the Church and has served as Chair- 
man of the Ladies Auxiliary for many 
years. She is the author of a cookbook 
entitled, “Tasty Armenian Dishes. pro- 
ceeds of the sales of which she has 
donated to the building fund of the 
Church. 

The AMAA Board of Directors extend 
sincere congratulations tq Mr. & Mrs. 
Torunian and wish them God's abundant 
blessings as they continue their Christian 
service in and through our Church in 
Montreal. 


ASBED B. GUEKGEUZIAN 
RECOGNIZED FOR HIS 
CONTRIBUTION TO 
HARVARD FOOTBALL 
Asbed B. Guekguezian, the son of the 
Rev. Bernard and Mrs. Knar Guekgue- 
zian of Fresno, Calif., recently made news 
in the field of football at Harvard Univer- 
sity where he is a 4th year student. The 
December 1985 issue of ‘News & Views” 
of the Harvard Varsity Club featured 
Asbed’s picture along with a write-up on 
his recent election as the recipient of the 
gold pocket watch emblematic of the 
Henry N. Lamar Award. The award is 
made to the player who, through his 
dedication to the Harvard program and 
concern for his fellows, has made a 
unique contribution to Harvard football. 
Asbed earned his first varsity letter this 
season, seeing reserve action on the 
defensive line. Respected and admired by 
his teammates, Asbed was an important 
member of the Harvard football team that 
finished second in the Ivy League in 
1985. 

The AMAA rejoices in the accomplish- 
ments and distinguished achievements of 
Asbed and wishes him continued success 
in his future plans. 


STO LT FT QLT 2. THE EXECUTIV-TOR REPORTS 


WORCESTER CHURCH 
CELEBRATES 94TH 
ANNIVERSARY 


The honorable George Keverian addressing 
the guests at the Martyrs’ Church Banquet. 


The 94th Anniversary of the Armenian 

Congregational Church of the Martyrs of 
Worcester, Mass., was celebrated with a 
special service of gratitude and a banquet 
on Sunday, January 19, 1986. Par- 
ticipants in the worship service were: The 
Rev. M.H. Shnorhokian, Pastor, and Mr. 
Hurant Tashjian, the Moderator of the 
Church. The Rev. Shnorhokian shared 
a message on the theme, “A Glance For- 
ward,’ and Mr. Tashjian presented an in- 
formative talk on the 94 year-old history 
of the Church, including the formative 
years of the congregation when worship 
services were held in the home of Mr. & 
Mrs. Hovhannes Yazijian with evangelical 
and non-evangelical Armenians at- 
tending. 

The Anniversary Banquet, which was 
held following the worship service, 
featured Mr. George Keverian, the 
Speaker of the House of Representa- 
tives of the State of Massachusetts, as 
Keynote Speaker. Other participants in 
the program included: The Rev. John 
Zarifian, The Rev. Vazken Bekiarian; The 
Rev. Henry Beairsto; and Mr. Robert 
Bohigian, greetings; Mrs. Virginia Der- 
ounian and Mrs. Parouhi Boyajian, 
special music; and Miss Barbara Papa- 
zian, a candlelight ceremony. 

We extend heartiest congratulations to 
the pastor and the entire membership of 
the Church of the Martyrs. 

The Armenian Congregational Church 
of the Martyrs of Worcester, Mass. is the 


first and hence the oldest Armenian 
church established in the United States. 
The Board of Directors and the Ex- 


ecutives of the AMAA join in praising 
God for its 94 years of uninterrupted, 
faithful and fruitful ministry. 


ANDREA AYVAZIAN 
INVOLVED IN PEACE WORK 
Andrea Ayvazian of Northampton, 

MA., the daughter of Dr. Fred and Gloria 
Ayvazian and the granddaughter of Mrs. 
Marie Bedikian, is making an outstanding 
contribution to the work of the Peace 
Development Fund (PDF), a nationally 
reputed organization supporting com- 
munity peace and justice groups. Andrea 
is the Director of the Exchange Project 
program of the Fund, and as such, she 
has been on the road almost constantly 
for the last two years consulting, leading 
workshops, and bringing people together 
on the regional level to teach fund-raising 
and organizational skills to peace and 
justice groups. 

“This movement is not a gut-wrenching 
reaction to a specific war. It’s an active 
response to the sanctity of life. This move- 
ment isn't against, and it isn't anti- 
anything. It’s for a revolution of values 
and a shift in priorities,’ says Andrea. 

In her travels, Andrea works with 
groups of people who are very interested 
in outreach, and she says she would like 
to see the members of the Fund get in- 
volved in communities where there is 
great economic need and more ethnic 
diversity. 

Andrea believes her activism devel- 
oped through her involvement with the 
women’s movement and her work has 
been influenced by her religious beliefs. 
“My eyes were gradually opened to many 
forms of injustice, and all of them led back 

to economic issues. As a Quaker, I feel 
Iam called to witness and live my beliefs, 
and I believe we are called to work for 
a safe, just, nonviolent world? she says. 

Her commitment to social change 
caused Andrea to become part of the tax 
resistance movement in 1981. She states: 

“I could no longer pray for peace and pay 
for bombs. There is a point where activists 
can no longer stand this inconsistency” 

A just society, according to Andrea, is 
one in which there is an equal sharing of 
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resources, an equitable distribution of 
‘Ith, a deep and abiding respect for 
a‘*-rences of color, faith or social 


background, and a recognition of the 


sanctity of every human life. 

As new branches of the PDF open in| 
different parts of the country, Andrea will 
continue to travel from coast to coast to 
do the work she loves and believes in. | 


CHARLES DAVITIAN CHAIRS 


SUCCESSFUL VARTANANTZ DAY | 
EVENT 


Mr. Charles Davitian 


Charles J. Davitian, CPA, Comptroller 
of the AMAA, headed a special commit- 
tee for an entirely successful community 
wide commemoration of Vartanantz 
Day in New York City on Thursday, 
February 6, 1986. Mr. Davitian is the 
Chairman of the Mid-Atlantic Lodges of 
the Knights of Vartan. The commemora- 
tion headed by Mr. Davitian was spon- 
sored by the Armenian Evangelical 
Church of New York, N.Y.; the Mid- 
Atlantic Lodges of the Knights of Vartan 
Brotherhood; the Diocese of the Arme- 
nian Church and other local Armenian 
groups. 

Mr. Davitian is a partner in the firm of 
Braunfeld & Davitian, Certified Public Ac- 
countants in New York City. In spite of 
his hectic professional engagements, Mr. 
Davitian actively shares in the life and 
work of a number of Armenian charitable, 
cultural and religious organizations in- 
cluding the. AMAA. 

Mr. Davitian and his wife, Rose and 
daughter, Tina, live in Kew Gardens, 
New York. 


HAROLD G. NAHIGIAN: A 
DISTINGUISHED FINANCIAL 
PLANNER 
Harold G. Nahigian, considered a pro- 
minent dean of investment and financial 
planning in Southern California, is 
registered as a general securities principal 
and licensed life insurance agent special- 
izing in complete financial planning for in- 
dividuals and corporations. In addition, 
he supervises more than 70 registered 
representatives as a regional director for 
Financial Network Investment Corpora- 
tion. 
His educational background is exten- 
sive covering business and finance. With 
a general secondary teaching credential, 
he has taught accounting and other 
business subjects in high schools and 
community colleges in the Los Angeles 
area prior to becoming a financial plan- 
ner in: 1958. Over the past quarter cen- 
tury, Harold has contributed his valuable : 
services to the community by conducting 
financial planning seminars and as a 
guest lecturer at local colleges. He has 
been recognized and honored by several 
leading national financial service com- 
panies which has led to interviews on 
radio and many speaking engagements. 
Harold is an active member of his 
church, The United Congregational, a 
member of the International Association 
of Financial Planning and a life member 
of the University of Southern California 
Alumni Association. For the past 12 
years, Harold has been selected each 
year as a member of the Golden Scale 
Council. This is a sales management 
award presented “in recognition of the 
highest standards of professional sales 
management.” 


DR. HARRY T. SENECA 
LECTURES AT SCIENTIFIC 
ASSEMBLY 

Dr. Harry T. Seneca of New York, NY., 
was one of the main lecturers at the 21st 
Annual Meeting and Scientific Assembly 
of the American Society of Contem- 
porary Medicine and Surgery held in 
Hollywood, Florida, on March 9-13, 
1986. Dr. Seneca, who is a highly 
respected authority in the area of infec- 
tious diseases, lectured on the theme 


“Genitourinary infections and Quino- 
lones” to a large number of physicians at- 
tending the Scientific Assembly. 

_A graduate of the School of Medicine 
of the American University of Beirut and 
the Tulane University of New Orleans, 
LA, Dr. Seneca is the recipient of 
numerous scientific awards for his impor- 
tant contributions to the development of 
vaccines and the treatment of infectious 
diseases. He is the author of well over 
200 articles and several books in the field 
of his specialization. 

Warm congratulations to Dr. Seneca 
and best wishes to him for continued 
fulfillment and success in his life and 
career. 


GEORGE G. HAGOPIAN 
EARNS ED.D. DEGREE 

George G. Hagopian, member of the 
Armenian Martyrs’ Congregational 
Church of Havertown, PA, and an En- 
dowment Funder of AMAA, recently 
earned his Ed.D. degree in Administra- 
tion from the University of Sarasota. Dr. 
Hagopian had received his MA from 
Trenton State College, NJ and his BS 
from Westchester University. 

George, who is President of the Alum- 
ni Association of the University of 
Sarasota, is a Sales Representative for 
First Investor's Corporation. 

Congratulations are in order for Dr. 


Hagopian. 


IE AND STELLA MATHSON 
RONETE $10.000 ON OCCASION 
OF TRIPLE ANNIVERSARIES 

On Labor Day the highlights of the 
lives of Mr. and Mrs. Archie and Stella 
Mathson will be observed with a 45th 
wedding anniversary and a 75th and 


80th birthdays. 
They have stated they are most hap- 


n the occasion of these milestones 
. be able to continue their support of the 
needy with a $10,000. gift to the 
AM.A.A. They pray that their enjoyment 
of the Organization's good works will be 


with them forever. 


Mr. and Mrs. Archie Mathson 


These anniversaries will be observed 
on August 31st, this year, with a dinner 
party for their dear relatives and friends. 

As to what they have been doing these 
many years: Both of them were children 
of the depression, so they know about the 
worst of times. Despite the difficulties they 
both obtained college degrees at Fresno 
State University and for better or worse 
overcame the handicaps and did lead 
useful community lives. 

Stella taught school while Archie was 
Farming. They were both Civic minded 
and very much interested in politics. 

Their church affiliation was with Pilgrim 
Armenian Congregational Church of 
Fresno where they were active, serving 
on governing boards. 

The Mathsons have two sons. Dale 
and Neal. As an indication of having led 
a good life they have traveled the world 
extensively. 

Today, both Stella and Archie have 
good health and are well able to handle 
their own problems and still have time to 
show concern for others. 

The Executive Director has been in- 
vited to the festivities to be observed on 
the occasion mentioned and the Lord 
willing, he entends to honor the 
invitation. 

The Board of Directors join the Ex- 
ecutive Officers and Staff of the AMAA 
to wish all the Mathsons good health and 

happiness for many more years. 
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Faith comes py Hearing 
and Hearing 
by the Word of God 


We Now Offer 


THE NEW 
TESTAMENT ON 
CASSETTE 

King James (KJ) 

and Revised Standard 
(RS) Versions 


12 tapes in an album 
only $24.00 each set plus $1.75 for 


Postage & handling 


AMAA Book Service Program 
140 Forest Avenue 
Paramus, NJ 07652 


Please forward: 
New Testaments 


(KJ) 
(No. of albums) 


New Testaments (RS) 
(No. of albums) 


For a total of $ 


plus $ 
for postage & packing. 


Name: 
Address: 
City: 


State: Zip: 


Make checks payable to ARMENIAN 
MISSIONARY ASSOCIATION OF 
AMERICA. 

Canada: Payable in US dollars or 
equivalent in Canadian dollars. 


NEW BOOKS 


Der Bedrosian. 


Armenian Medieval 


Miniatures. 


shipping. 


ARMENIAN AMERICAN ALMA- 


NAC, edited by Hamo Vassilian. 


A guide to Armenian cultural, political, 
religious and charitable organizations and 
services in U.S. 306 pages. Soft cover. 


$24.95, plus shipping. charges. 


THE CASE OF SOGHOMONTEH- ODYSSEY OF AN ARMENIAN O 
translated by Vartkes 


LIRIAN, 
Yeghiayan. 


trial proceedings in a German court in 
1921, of the assassination of Talaat 
Pasha, Turkish Minister of Interior and 
mastermind of the Genocide. 17] pages. 
Soft cover. $8.00 plus shipping charges. 


ON A DARKLING PLAIN, by 
Heghine Abajian. 

The story of one woman’s courageous 
struggle to survive the massacres of 1915, 
her flight to Syria and arrival in America. 
Her words unveil the beauty of those per- 
sons who helped her to live. 113 pages. 
Hard cover. $9.95. 


FUNDAMENTAL ARMENIAN 
EVANGELICAL TEACHINGS, by 
G.H. Chopourian. 

On the occasion of the forthcoming 
140th Anniversary of the Armenian 
Evangelical Movement, the AMAA offers 
this booklet as a ministry of evangelism 
Anes MeAaCMiNGuvreve o vatceranveae, melons 


A LATTER DAY ODYSSEY: The 
Biography of a man who would not give 
up, by Mihran Moses Koeroghlian. 
The story of one man’s determination 
to overcome the devastating conditions 
of his life. Rev. Mihran M. Koeroghlian 
presents the account of his struggles to 
acquire intellectual, moral, and spiritual 
abilities by which he could efficiently serve 
church and society. 
No. 157 


A PICTURE BOOK OF ARMENIAN ARMENIA 
MINIATURES, by Zabel and Robert 


A picture book for coloring/painting 


63 
pages. Coloring book format. $3.95 plus 


AND RECORDS 


ship, by Vahan H. Tootikian. 


Evangelical Movement. Booklet. 
No. 153 


SHORT STORIES, by Aramais Ho 
sepian. 


hours. 131 pages. Soft cover. $5.95. 


ZEITOUN, by Khoren K. Davidson. 


Khoren Davidson tells the story of the 
The English translation of the original ™ass deportation and massacres of the 


Armenians of Turkey. Included are his 


remarkable photos. 
257 pages. Hard cover. 


NG te ot teed de, $14.95 
YEGHISHEH, published by Knights of 
Vartan. 


The heroic battle of Avarair which 
shows the paths of national and political 
virtues to the Country, the People and the 
Church. 154 pages. Hard cover. 

No. 152 


AMERICAN BOOK REVIEW 
(March-April 1986) A collection of ar- 


ticles on the subject of genocide and 
holocaust. 


RECORDS AND CASSETTES 


HOW GREAT THOU ART, Arpi 
Alanjian. 

Ms. Alanjian sings, “Because He Lives” 
“His Hand in Mine” “You Light Up My 
Life” and other songs of praise. 

No. 201 a Record (331/3 rpm). $10.00 
No. 201 b Cassette Tape $10.00 


Note: These and other selected titles on 
Armenian history, culture and Christian 
heritage, as well as Armenian Bibles, 
may be purchased through our Book 
Service Program. Write for a free copy of 
our catalogue to: AMAA Book Serv- 
ice Program, 140 Forest Avenue, 


$17.95 Paramus, N.J. 07652. 


N CONGREGATIONAI 
ISM: From Mission to Membei 


A brief study of Armenian Con 
gregationalism highlights the importar 
events in the history of the Armenia 


EDWARD HRAND DINGILIAN 


Stories and poems to delight the heart, Pe 
“tickle” the memory and fantasize thé 


Edward H. Dingilian 


OBITUARIES 


Sympathies extended: — The Board of Directors, the Exec 
whom are acquainted with the eae 
pare Se a ete or relatives, are recorded below. 

“Tet not your heart be troubled,” said our 
many mansions . . . | go to prepare a place for you. . 
This is the hope by which we should all live. 


Rose Hinkemeyer of Manhasset, New Yorks 
a brother, Dikran of New York City; a Ste 
Armine Aroian of Schenectady New York; 
and four grandchildren. 


DIDIAN 

apes mets 23. 1985, Edgar Hadidian 
of San Jose, CA, went to his eternal rest, ha 
a long period of hospitalization. The fo oy 
ing comments are taken from his ae 

repared by Dr. Puzant Hadi ian 

i ted at a Memorial Service held on 
fant 5, 1986, at the Calvary Armenian 
TT of San Francisco, CA. 

Edgar was born in Beirut, and see 
education at the Armenian Evangelica hed 
School of Eshrefieh. He came to a 
1956, and graduated from San Vee 
College in 1961 with a B.A. in Psyc : 
M.A. in Psychology an 
ears at an institution 


Congregational Church 


Edward H. Dingilian passed away on 
February 12, 1986, in Cincinnati, Ohio. He 
was born on October 14, 1904 in Broussa, 
Turkey, the son of the late Stephan and ¢e aslo earned ig io 
Beatrice Dingilian. His father was a victim of worked for near y a a psychologist Ral 
the Armenian genocide, whereupon his for the blind in ae ee himself as a 
mother became connected with the American and ae ith the blind. He had 
School in Istanbul from which Edward — specialist in working - nderstand and relate 
graduated. He came to New York with his an exceptional eek a 
grandparents, Reverend and Mrs. Lazaros to all types of thers CaO in 1981, he ar- 
Garabedian, in 1922. His mother, brother and Upon TEMS to k as a psychologist, but 
sisters followed in 1923. ranged to See yer work, he was taken 

Edward graduated from the High School of — on the day he was to ergency brain surgery, 
Commerce and worked for a number of years to the hospital for Aue suffered with four 
in the floor covering department of Ludwig to remove a tumo ce and after the final 
Baumann, where he was a salesman and later surgeries over a for seven months, 

a complaint manager. one, remained beer! 

Just before the depression, he opened his until his death. : 
own oriental rug business in Allentown, Penn- Edgar was ama ; 
sylvania. In 1939, he purchased the Oriental the violin and eee? 
Rug Department at Pogua’s Department Store ing, especially red “ 
in Cincinnati, Ohio. He later opened his own ability; his oe different types of ap- 
specialty store. He built his business on hones- him to repair Mm vines; He was also blessed 
ty, integrity, good quality and service, and left pliances and biel dliness, by which he would 
a rich Armenian heritage and a wonderful with an innate frien ah anyone, whether 
reputation. strike up a Ee ane, or by way of a 

He was an active member of the AMAA, by way of common ne was loved by peers 
the Cincinnati Kiwanis Club, the AGBU and — humorous comment. he showed great af- 
ASA. and children, to ost etal an indomitable 

With other members of the Dingilian fami- fection. But most of : oer serdhallonae: which 
ly, he helped to establish the Dingilian Fund spirit, a zest for et sweet disposition, an 
for Haigazian College in Beirut, Lebanon. eft him witha kinc nce which amazed every- 

Surviving are his wife, Angelle (nee Avano- — optimism and a, which no circumstance 
zian), with whom he had just celebrated their one, a trust in was a sincere and brave 
fifty-first wedding anniversary; two daughters, — could alter. Edgar f Armenians and of all 

Lucille Anahid Miller of Cincinnatiand Arlene — young man, a lover © 


counselor, 


of many talents: he played 
he had a talent for draw- 
tures; he had a writing 
nd intelligence enabled 
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utive Director, the Field Directors and the a all a 
i AA records, exten eir sin- 

i ilies and relatives through the AM tend 

tee ace and friends of the deceased, whose obituaries, trans 


ieve i i i _ In my Father’s house are 
“ve believe in God, believe also in me ¢ ‘sh 
need Twill come again, and receive you unto myself.” (Jo. 14:1-3). 


Pso8 
Edgar Hadidian 


mankind, full of honor and bravery. May his 
memory be blessed. 

Edgar is survived by his mother, Arshalous; 
his brothers, Nubar and Bernard; and many 
dear relatives and loved ones. May God 
strengthen them all. 


SAMUEL MAGZANIAN 

Samuel H. Magzanian was born on April 
16, 1888 in Bitias, Musa Dagh (now Turkey). 
He was the fifth of eight children — all sons, 
of a devout Christian family. His father, 
Hagop, kept the church of Bitias open for 
several years after the Adana massacre by 
leading the services every Sunday. His mother 
conducted weekly Bible study and _ prayer 
meetings. 

Se to the United States in 1910 and 
worked for fourteen years before returning to 
Bitias in 1924. Most of his family had perish- 
ed in the interim. He rebuilt his home, mar- 
ried, started a family and became a church 
trustee and provided for his family from the 
bounty he harvested from the hills around 
Bitias. His charity for others and his love for 
his family knew no bounds. He once took the 
wooden shelves from his home in order to 
provide the precious wood for the coffin of a 

man. 
a 1930, Sam and his family left Musa Dagh 
when it was vacated and its people trans- 
ported to Lebanon. During their stay in 
Lebanon, Sam suffered loss of much of his 
hearing when a bomb exploded in a bus in 
which he was riding. In 1948, he returned te 
the United States and settled with his family 


Samuel Magzanian 


in New Jersey where they lived until 1983. 
Then, at the age of 95, he and his family mov- 
ed to Olney, Maryland. 

He was an industrious man, loved hor- 
ticulture and nature. In his late seventies and 
eighties, he built massive stone walls for his 
garden that became a landmark in Little Falls: 
walls he guaranteed would stand for a thou- 
sand years. For the garden, he meticulously 
grafted rows of fruit trees that would bear for 
a lifetime. 

His wife and family loved him for his 
generosity, his patience, his compassion and 
his sense of humor. He was a religious man 
who read the Bible daily until his eyes failed 
three years ago. He was sturdy and stubborn, 
insisting on climbing the stairs to his bedroom 
right up to the hour that he died. 

He leaves behind his wife, Victoria; three 

daughters, Bertha, Ann and Mrs. Richard Fur- 
no (Louis); and a grandson, Alex. 


BEDROS KAPIKIAN 

Bedros Kapikian, a long-time resident of 
Astoria, NY, passed away at his home on 
January 8, 1986. 

A native of Alexandria, Egypt, Mr. Kapikian 
was born in 1908 and came to the United 
States when he was 14 years old. A photo- 
engraver by profession, he was active in 
numerous community organizations, always 
willingly offering his services. His attachment 
to the church started when as a 6-year-old 
boy, he served as candle bearer and choir 
member in the Armenian church of his 
hometown. He was known for volunteering 
his services and his car to transport to the 
church friends and parishioners who lacked 
transportation. 

A bachelor all of his life, Mr. Kapikian is sur- 
vived by a sister, Mrs. A. Zorayan of Bayside, 
NY. 


GEORGE ATTARIAN 

George Attarian died on February 25, 
1986, after a brief illness, at the age of 92. He 
was born on September 16. 1893 to Hagop 


George Attarian 


and Khatoon Attarian. Pewee the 8th child 

born to them. His father was murdered by the 

Turks in 1895. His mother and other brothers 

came to America in 1909. 

After serving in the Army of the US. in 
World War I, he lived in Fresno where he met 
Mary Kiramidjian at a Christian Endeavor 
meeting at the Armenian Presbyterian Church 
and married on September 6, 1923. 

He was employed by the City of Los 
Angeles as an assessment engineer.In 1926 
he rose to the position of Director of the 
Bureau of the Assessments for the City of Los 
Angeles. He retired after 30 years of faithful 
service. 

George loved the Lord in a real and vital 
way. He was an assiduous Bible reader. He 
loved the hymns of the church. He knew his 
Savior well. 

He served on the Board of the Old Aintab 
Compatriatic Union for many years. At the 
demise of that fine organization that helped 
many young people, this Union made a 
sizeable donation to the AMAA Endowment 
Fund. He and his wife Mary are also Endow- 
ment Funders to the AMAA. 

He served West Adams Presbyterian 
Church of Los Angeles as an Elder and a 
Deacon for many years. 

The funeral services for George were held 
on February 28, 1986 at Forest Lawn 
Cemetary in Los Angeles. The same day, the 
Board of Public Works and the Los Angeles 
City Council adjourned their meetings in 
tribute to his memory. 

George is survived by his wife, Mary; 
daughter, Mrs. Haig Ouzounian (Alice) and 
her family; two sons, James and George and 

their families; and two great grandchildren. 
The family requests that “in lieu of flowers” 
contributions be made to the AMAA towards 
the fund already established. 


HARRY (HAROUTUNE) 
CHAKMAKJIAN 
Harry was born in May 5, 1898 to Verjin 
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, 


and Minas Chakamkjian in Kaisery, Turk 

Harry’s schooling was in the American 

sionary High School and College in Tal 

Turkey. 

During the Turkish atrocities, Harry lost | 
father when he was only 16. His family 
exiled to a small Turkish village while Har 
was deported to a Turkish orphanage 
Adana. He refused to convert to the mosle 
faith, and somehow managed to escape at 
find a job in a German construction compan 

After the war, a relative from the U.S. ca 
to Turkey and brought Harry and his dl 
Victoria, back with him to Philadelphia. — 

In 1925, Harry met and married Sara 
Martayan of New York. This was the beaili 
ning of 60 years of blissful married life whic 
was celebrated only a few months befol 
Harry’s death. They were blessed with tw 

children, Helen and Robert, five grandchildre 

and two great grandchildren. 

The couple's church affiliation began in th 
Armenian Martyrs’ Congregational Church ¢ 
Philadelphia, where Harry was treasurer fo 
15 years and a trustee for 18 years. In 1942 
the family moved to Los Angeles and becam 
actively involved in the Masis Armenian Con! 
gregational Church. Here, Harry served as al 
assistant treasurer. 

Harry succeeded in a variety of busines! 
ventures including tailoring, marketing ané 
manufacturing. In 1951, he went into the aif 
craft fastener business with his son-in-law 
Henry Rainey, and played a key role there un 
til his retirement in 1975. 

Harry was a man of good character which 
had its foundation on Christ and Christiat 
principles. His love for his family and friends 
was unlimited. He cared for others. He wa! 
always concerned about his fellow Armenian4 
and church friends in particular. 

He was both instrumental in finding and the 
Principal catalyst in purchasing the piece of 
real estate on which the United Armenian 
Congregational church of Hollywood, CA is) 
erected. 

During the trying times of his illness, his 
unlimited love and devotion were returned to. 
him by his wife, entire family and friends. He 
made the transition from this life to life eter- 
nal on December 6, 1985. | 

He is survived by his wife, Sarah; daughter, 
Mrs. Henry Painey (Helen); son, Robert; 6 
grandchildren; two great grandchildren; 
brother, John Chakmakjian of Tucson, 
Arizona; sister, Victoria Samuelian of 


Philadelphia, PA; and many nieces and 
nephews, 


er 


HENRY SHAHAN 

Henry was born in Yerevan, Armenia, on 
September 20, 1922, to Paul and Vaghenig 
Shahbaghlian. He was the oldest of four 
children raised in a Christian home in Los 


Services and her peer social activities were 
with the Young Adult Group in Elkins Park, 
Pennsylvania. She attended church regular- 
ly, loved singing and ever since she learned 
to read, was a daily reader of her Bible. 
According to her mother, Ruth, Rebekah 
was her husband's, Richard's and her “Opus 
Seven” who was a treasure in their family. 


So te Se 


The AMAA Board of Directors ex- 
tend their heartfelt condolences to 
the families of the deceased through 
the medium of the AMAA NEWS. 


Henry Shahan 


Angeles, CA, where he also attended the 
public schools. He attended the Armenian 
Brethren Church of Los Angeles with his fami- 
ly where he developed the foundation for his 
lasting love of Bible study, Bible verse 
memorization, and prayer. From his youth on, ~ 
he was a good steward and generous sup- 
porter of various missionary and evangelistic 
organizations. 

Henry was married to Helen Demirjian and 
they were blessed with four beautiful daught- 
ers. He was a devoted husband and father. 
Six years ago, when the family moved to San 
Jose because of better employment oppor- 
tunities, he became an active member of the 
South Hills Community Church. 

His battle with cancer lasted about 18 
months. During this time his trust in his Lord 
never failed. In the last six months, his children 
really saw what living for Christ was through 


AORDIKIAN, Satenig 
Oxford, CT 
CARLTON, Alford 
Columbus, OH 
DEMIR, Lucine 
Oakpark, IL 
MALJANIAN, Ann Sweet 
Pasadena, CA 
MELIAN, Louise 
Cherry Hill, NJ 
SEXENIAN, R. 
Los Angeles, CA 
VORPERIAN, Zaroohi 
W. Hartford, CT June 15, 1985 
BOSNIAN, John 
Hollywood Hills, CAOct. 
SHALIAN, Genevieve 
ci MA Nov. 1, 1985 


MILIAN, Flora 


21, 1985 


Nov. 1, 1985 


their father's fine example. He had not only Fort Lee, NJ Pes | 7 
raised and taught his children to love the Lord, OHANESIAN, Pat mee: 7, 1985 
but left a model life for them to follow. He was Fresno, CA Pane 


HAROIAN, Elizabeth 
Lexington, MA 
GULDALIAN, Ohannes K. 
Glendale, CA 
VARBEDIAN, Hilda 
Detroit, Ml 
VARBEDIAN, Andrew 
Detroit, Ml 
KAZANJIAN, 
Winchester, 
DADOURIAN, Hagop 
Southfield, MI Nov. 
JOSEPH, Jack 
Los Angeles, CA Dec. 
*KASHIAN, T. 
Cleveland, OH 
CHOREBANIAN, Victoria 
Arlington, MA 
*CHAKMAKJIAN, Harry 
Van Nuys, CA Dec. 
PROODIAN, Azadouhi 
Huntington Beach, CA 


most fortunate that Helen, his loving wife, was 
a registered nurse who provided for his per- 
sonal and spiritual needs throughout his il- 
Iness. He entered into His Lord’s presence on 
the Lord’s Day, December 15, 1985. 

He leaves his loving wife, Helen; four 
daughters, Debbie, Sharon, Monica and Joy. 
Henry also leaves his father and mother, Mr. 
and Mrs. Paul Shahan; his brother, Onnig 
Shahan and family; his sisters, Mary Jernukian 
and family and Martha Sarian and family. 


Oscar 


REBEKAH YARDUMIAN 

Rebekah Yardumian, the seventh of thirteen 
children of Ruth and the late Richard Yardu- 
mian, died on January 16, 1986 after a short 
illness, 

Rebekah, who was born on August 28, 


— 15 


Nov. 9, 1985 
Nov. 10, 1985 
Nov. 11, 1985 
Nov. 19, 1985 
MA Nov. 27, 1985 
30, 1985 
2, 1985 
Dec. 3, 1985 
Dec. 4, 1985 


6, 1985 


SAATJIAN, Haiganoush 
Southfield, MI Dec. 12, 1985 
HALEBLIAN, Rose 


Tenafly, NJ Dec. 15, 1985 
*SHAHAN, Henry 
San Jose, CA Dec. 12, 1985 


*ASLANIAN, Zabel 
Ft. Lauderdale, FLDec. 15, 1985 
VARBEDIAN, Ashken 
Bloomfield Hills, MI 
Dec. 29, 1985 
*YAGOUBIAN, Paul 
New Britain, CT Jan. 3, 1986 
BEREJIKLIAN, Mihranoush 
Hollywood, CA Jan. 5, 1986 
KAPIGIAN, Peter 
Flushing, NY 
*LUCAS, Helen 
Lake Orion, MI 
LUCIA, Rebeca 


Jan. 8, 1986 
Jan. 8, 1986 


dan. 1, 1986 
*YZUK, Puzant 
Fernandina, FL Jam. 23, 1986 
PANOSIAN, Zabel 
Washington Heights, NY 
Jan. 26, 1986 
HOVNAN, Lucy 
Ft. Lauderdale, FLJan. 27, 1986 
*DINGILIAN, Edward 
Cincinnati, OH Feb. 2, 1986 
*MAGZANIAN, Samuel 
Olney, MD Feb. 2, 1986 
*AVAKIAN Bedros 
Glen Rock, NJ Feb. 15, 1986 
NAZARIAN, Hripsime 
Gloucester, MA Feb. 17, 1986 
*LEVONIAN, Rena 
Troy, NY 
ABAJIAN, Vera 
Los Angeles, CA Feb. 20, 1986 
*AJOOTIAN, George 
N.Providence, RI Feb. 24, 1986 
*ATTARIAN, George 
Los Angeles, CA Feb. 25, 1986 
**SAHAKIAN, Joseph 
San Antonio, TX Feb. 27, 1986 
BAKERDJIAN, Eliza 
Montreal, Canada Feb. 28, 1986 
*JANBAZIAN, Nvart 
San Clemente, CAFeb. 28, 1986 
*BEDROSIAN, Martin 
Dinuba, CA 
KASSABIAN, Angela 
Tarzana, CA March 9, 1986 
* SEELY, Isabelle 
Sun City, CA March 21, 1986 
*PECKJIAN, Victoria 
Wayne, PA March 24, 1986 


Feb. 18, 1986 


March, 1986 


pap ees EEE 
*Memorials were designated for 


AMAA. . 
**Bequest Assigned. 


Dec. 12, 1985 
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FACTS YOU SHOULD KNOW ABOUT WILLS 


WHY DON’T MORE PEOPLE 
HAVE WILLS 
(JSome think they don't have enough 
property to need a Will. 
CJOthers think that the spouse and the 
children get everything automatically. 
C)Most are simply too busy to make their 
Will. ; 
No one knows the day when the Lord 
might call one home. And when one dies 
intestate (without having made a valid 
Will), the family can get hurt, not just 
financially, but in many other ways. 


WHAT ARE THE ADVANTAGES 
OF MAKING A WILL? 

(JYou exercise your right to determine 
how your property will be distributed. 


you choose, 

(You make sure strangers won't dis- 
tribute your Property according to their 
wishes, whims or opinions. 

You safeguard your property from be- 
ing distributed to undeserving people. 
ClYou ensure your property is not unduly 
taxed by the state. 

CJ You make use of the best-known vehi- 
cle (a written, valid Will) to make chari- 
table bequests. 

1] You provide guardians for your minor 
children. 

(}You avoid misunderstandings among 
your family members and heirs. 


WHAT HAPPENS WHEN YOU 
DON’T HAVE A WILL? 

J Your property is distributed according 
to the. state laws of dissent and distribu- 
tion. 

(J Your heirs go through a maze of red 
tape and legalities that a simple Will could 
avoid. 


os: dk) » Dl ac <2) an. DO sca. oa ee 


(J You provide for your heirs in the way” 


QO) Your property will probably not be dis- 
tributed according to your wishes. 


WHAT HAPPENS IF YOUR WILL 
IS NOT VALID? 

(The Court will probably try to isolate 
the invalid parts and carry out your 
wishes as closely as possible with regard 
to the rest. 

(|The court may even set aside your en- 
tire Will and proceed as if you had no Will 


at all. 


WHAT COULD MAKE YOUR WILL 
INVALID? 
Lots of things:> 


“UA hand-written Will in a state that does 


not honor hand-written Wills or valid in 
the state where you made it, but not in 
the one you lived in later. 

CJA Will not properly witnessed (too few 
witnesses or one of the witnesses also a 
beneficiary, which is not usually 
permitted). 

[]When decedent’ heirs have all died. 
()When decedent's instructions can be 
interpreted in several different ways. 
To make sure your Will is valid 
and remains valid, have it drawn 
up by an attorney, and then have 
it checked yearly afterwards. 


IF YOU DON’T HAVE A WILL 
L]Resolve now to make your Will. 
LJSit down in the privacy of your home 
and make a list of your property and heirs 
(including addresses); then proceed to 
write down your wishes. 

LJAnd finally, take your notes to your 
lawyer, and ask him to draw up your Will 
and make your personal wishes legal. 


Armenian Missionary Association of America 


140 Forest Avenue 
Paramus, NJ 07652 


IF YOU HAVE A WILL NO 


CHECK TO SEE— 

Us it up to date? 

C)Have you moved to another state sinc 
making your Will? 

LIDo you live now in a community pro 
perty state? 

LiAre the beneficiaries still living? Stil 
worthy? 

C)Do you want to keep the same execu- 
tor and alternate executors? 
LIDo you still own the specific properties 
referred to in your Will? 
CIWill your estate get full advantage ol 
the marital deduction? 


CONTINUE YOUR GOOD WORKS 
THROUGH A THOUGHTFUL WILL 
When a person dies, that person's 
benevolence and good works need not 
die. Through a thoughtfu} Wiil you can 
continue your good works and even 
begin new ones. You do this by— 

1. Helping the charities you've always 
supported. 

2. Considering to tithe your estate... 
giving 10% to charity. 

3. Considering a gift to charity asa living | 
memorial for a loved one. 

4. Providing a guaranteed life income for 
a relative or friend through an annui- 
ty provision of your Will that also 
.makes a gift to a charitable organiza- 
tion or institution. 

5. Designating a specific number of 
dollars... or a specific percentage of 
your estate... or the remainder of 
your estate... to your favorite charity. 


NOTE: When you name a charity in your 
Will, be sure to use its full, legal, incor- 
porated name. 
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